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Introduction

Germany has enacted several laws governing digital accessibility across both the public and private
sectors. Like other EU Member States, Germany has published a transposition of the European
Accessibility Act (EAA), establishing accessibility requirements for private businesses. (A transposition
refers to a law integrating an EU directive into a Member State’s domestic legal framework.) Germany’s
EAA transposition applies to many organizations that serve consumers in the country, regardless of

where the organization is located, and violations are punishable through fines.

Meanwhile, public-sector organizations in Germany—as well as any organizations receiving funding
from Germany’s federal government—must adhere to specific technical web accessibility standards
under the Behindertengleichstellungsgesetz (BGG). Also known as the Disability Equality Act, the BGG

was amended as part of the country’s transposition of the EU Web Accessibility Directive (WAD).

Understanding the details of Germany’s digital accessibility regulations can be
challenging. This guide aims to provide senior executives with a clear overview of

key laws and related compliance requirements.
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Overview of German digital accessibility laws

Description Sectors impacted Compliance standard

Behindertengleichstellungsgesetz Law prohibiting disability-based Public organizations (directly impacted), EN 301549
(BGG) or “Disability Equality Act” discrimination, updated to integrate the private businesses that sell to the public
EU Web Accessibility Directive (WAD) sector (indirectly impacted)

Barrierefreie-Informationstechnik- Regulation establishing accessibility Public organizations (directly impacted), EN 301549
Verordnung (BITV) or “Ordinance on requirements for information private businesses that sell to the public
Accessible Information Technology” technology, supporting the BGG sector (indirectly impacted)

Barrierefreiheitsstirkungsgesetz (BFSG) Germany'’s transposition of the EAA Private businesses EN 301 549
or “Accessibility Strengthening Act”

Verordnung zum Barrierefreiheitsstiarkungsgesetz Regulation outlining the requirements Private businesses EN 301 549
(BFSGV) or “Ordinance on Accessibility for compliance with the BFSG

Requirements for Products and Services

Under the Accessibility Strengthening Act”
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Unpacking digital accessibility
laws in Germany

The following sections of this resource provide more information about
the specific digital accessibility laws impacting organizations in Germany,
including the entities they apply to, related compliance requirements, and

how they’'re enforced.
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Start your journey to compliance =

To comply with current German digital accessibility laws and stay ahead of the 2025 EAA enforcement

deadline, we recommend that your organization start by taking the following actions:

Q Audit your digital assets for conformance with EN 301 549.

& Swiftly address existing accessibility issues in your digital assets.

Finding by severity

@ Publish a detailed accessibility statement, and regularly update this document.

Critical

High

Third-party digital accessibility solution providers, like Level Access, can help you understand your

Low
legal obligations and equip you with advanced technology, expert support services, and training to

ensure all assets in your portfolio are accessible and compliant.
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Let's get started

Engage our team to make accessibility a priority now. An investment

in digital accessibility today is an investment in the sustainability

and success of your company tomorrow.

Info@levelaccess.com LevelAccess.com @ @ @

Copyright © 2025 Level Access Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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